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(Perex) White & Weiss Gallery opens an exhibition of works by Ivan Csudai (1959) on 19 September. The collection of paintings with the title Untitled is a selection of the timely works by one of the most prominent contemporary painters. Works from two series, Premaliar (Over-Painter) and Untitled, will be presented. The exhibition will continue till 20 October 2017.

Ivan Csudai makes pictures in series of unique works built on an iconic vocabulary that the artist has been developing for years. An individual and unmistakable style is the typical feature of Csudai’s works. The exhibition curator, Prof. Peter Michalovič, said about Csudai’s works: “The first series is titled Premaliar (Over-Painter) and it seems to have been closed and completed for now. The series, as a whole, engages in a peculiar artists’ dialogue with the works by the Slovak painter Rudolf Fila. In 2008 both artists had a common exhibition titled Tretia ruka (The Third Hand) where Csudai’s pictures found themselves in intimate proximity with Fila’s works and their presence in shared spaces unveiled numerous, up until then unknown interesting correspondence among them.

The other series, paradoxically titled Untitled, is identical with the title of the entire exhibition. The artist clearly announces that he is not going to be limited by any previously set restrictions and the viewers do not know how big this series will be and in what direction it will develop; the only thing that is certain is that the painting will go on.”

Ivan Csudai continues commenting on his own works in his most recent pictures and uses especially his favorite iconic character, the Teddy bear, for that purpose. The artist combines the drawing of Teddy with rough materiality of painting where the informel background is in striking contrast with the subtle drawing of the figure. On the other plane, Csudai opens up even more to the works by Slovak classical artists, specifically to the founders of Slovak Modernism. He sensitively picks from the offer of their pictures and thoughtfully transforms them to integrate them with the composition of his own pictures. The artist’s painting is refined, and in a non-violent way, makes the viewers look at the pictures as long as possible and feel how they are betrayed by the words with strong meaning, how their interpretation certainty is shaken up with doubt. Yet, the effect of looking at Csudai’s pictures is an undeniable visual pleasure. Nevertheless, many of his works feature nostalgia and the transient. The existential anxiety from the terminal has been softened through playful references to the childhood landscape, icons and painter signs that are present in the artist’s works.

Prof. Ivan Csudai is the Head of the 4th Painting Studio at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design. He has already brought up several generations of contemporary painters, many of whom, such as Erik Šille, Michal Černušák, Michal Czinege, Alexandra Barth, Katarína Janečková, Patrícia Koyšová and others, are among the prominent persons on the contemporary art stage. His works will be on display in Bratislava after years, but the list of his exhibitions in Slovakia and in other countries is long. 
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